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01 Introduction

Why this Symposium?

“Global Education is about understanding
people from diverse backgrounds, [...] learning s
from other cultures [..] understanding

geopolitical relationships” [GENE 2023 p.8]
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Global North and Global South

Geopolitical
,concept’

Difference
or

Differentiation? |
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01 Introduction

Difference: Theories

(=
(=
L=

Constructivism (perida1990)
categories of differentiation construct difference

Poststructural Theory (perida1990)
relational dimension of difference

Postcolonial Theory (Castro Varela/Dhawan 2020/Hall 1993)
normative dimension of difference
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01 Introduction

Difference:
Fields of Research in Education

Social Science Research on Education

Describing difference in society and its relation to education
(Blossfeld, Rofsbach & von Maurice, 2011)

Sectional and Intersectional Research

Research into one/multiple cafegories of difference
(Walgenbach 2021, Butlerxx)

Postcolonial Education Studies

Research on the construction and deconstruction of epistemic inequality and
educational approaches to heterogeneity (andreotti 2013, 2016)
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01 Introduction

‘Difference’ within Educational Research
What we know

‘Difference’

= is subjectively constructed (Hall 1993, Spivak 1988; empirical:
e.g.Timm 2023 )

= can promote individual learning processes [Briu 2005]

= is constantly (re)produced through narratives, for

example in teaching materials, methods and discourses
[Sturm 2013]

= is relative and normative [Mecheril & PléBer 2024; Mecheril
2010; Scheunpflug & Schrock 2002)
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01 Introduction

‘Difference’ within Educational Research:
Research Gap

Claim: 7

Deconstruction of of
Difference(s) through

Global Education is education that enables _  Global Learning

people to reflect critically on the world and their
place init ” [GENE 2023 p.5]

= Lack of knowledge about how differences are constructed and how
they can be de-constructed

= Lack of knowledge about competences in de-constructing
differences among educational professionals

ANGEL Conference 2025 S.9



literat“re Universitdt Bamberg

Andreotti, Vanessa; Souza, Lynn Mario T. M. de (2016): Critical Education and Postcolonialism. In: Michael Peters (Hg.): Encyclopedia of
Educational Philosophy and Theory. Singapore: Springer Singapore, S. 1-6..

Blof¥feld, H.-P., RoRRbach, H.-G., & von Maurice, J. (2011). Education as a lifelong process: The German National Educational Panel Study
(NEPS). Zeitschrift fur Erziehungswissenschaft, 14

Brau, Karin (Hg.) (2005): Heterogenitat als Chance. Vom produktiven Umgang mit Gleichheit und Differenz in der Schule. Munster: LIT-
Verl. (Paderbomer Beitrage zur Unterrichtsforschung und Lehrerbildung, 9).

Castro Varela, Maria do Mar; Dhawan, Nikita (2020): Postkoloniale Theorie. Eine kritische Einfuhrung. 3. Aufl. Bielefeld: Transcript Verlag

Derrida, J. (1990): Semiologie und Grammatologie. Gesprach mit Julia Kristeva. In: Engelmann, P. (Hrsg.): Postmoderne und
Dekonstruktion. Texte franzésischer Philosophen der Gegenwart. Stuttgart, S. 140-164, Zeitschrift fur Bildungswissenschaften 35
(2013)1, S. 131-14

GENE (2022):The European Declaration on Global Education to 2050. Online available at: https://www.gene.eu/s/GE2050-declaration.pdf

GENE (2023): A Future we can all look forward to. The European Declaration 2050 on Global Education and what it means. Online
available:

Hall, Stuart (1993): Cultural Identity and Diaspora, in: Framework, 36, 222-237.

Mecheril P. & Pl6Rer, M. (2024). imbalances and inequalities in research on volunteering. In: Grotz (Hg.): Volunteering, research and the
testDifferenz. In M. Feldmann, M. Rieger-Ladich, C. Vol & K. Wortmann (Hrsg.) Schlusselbegriffe der Allgemeinen
Erziehungswissenschaft. Padagogisches Vokabular in Bewegung. (S. 114-122). 2. Uberarbeitete und erweiterte Auflage. Weinheim:
Beltz

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty (1988): Can the Subaltern Speak? In: Cary Nelson und Lawrence Grossberg (Hg.): Marxism and the
interpretation of culture. [Nachdr.]. Urbana, lll.: Univ. of lllinois Press, S. 271-313

Timm, Susanne (2023): Differenzkonstruktionen im weltgesellschaftlichen Horizont von Lehramtsstudierenden: Empirische Ergebnisse
einer deutsch-finnischen Studie. In: ZEP 2023 (3), S. 10-16. DOI: 10.31244/zep.2023.03.03.

Walgenbach, K.(2021): Erziehungswissenschaftliche Perspektiven auf Vielfalt, Heterogenitat, Diversity/Diversitat, Intersektionalitat. In: I.
Hedderich, J. Reppin & C. Butschi (Hrsg.). Perspektiven auf Vielfalt in der frihen Kindheit. Mit Kindem Diversitat erforschen. 2. Aufl.
Bad Heilbrunn: Verlag Julius Klinkhardt, S. 41-59

ANGEL Conference 2025 | Symposium ‘Navigating Difference(s) — Empirical Findings from Global North & Global South’ | June 6th | Berlin S. 10


https://www.gene.eu/s/GE2050-declaration.pdf
https://www.gene.eu/s/GE2050-declaration.pdf
https://www.gene.eu/s/GE2050-declaration.pdf

iVERS;
SNcH.
\

Universitat Bamberg

7 Navigating Difference(s)
Empirical Findings

ANGEL Conference 2025 | Symposium ‘Navigating Difference(s) — Empirical Findings from Global North & Global South’ | June 6th | Berlin S. 1



— g
Universitat Bamberg ¢

Introduction
The Construct of Difference within Educational Research (Sonja Richter)

()2 Navigating ‘Difference(s)’
Empirical Findings

B [mplicit Perceptions of Difference(s): Teachers in heterogenous Classroom Setting
(Zebiba Teklay)

M Construction of Differences in Classroom Settings in Bukavu, DR Congo
(Barthelemy Muzaliwa & Abraham Tangwe)

B Navigating Differences within Volunteering in the Global South (Sonja Richter)

()3 Comments
Claudia Bergmiiller-Hauptmann

04 Discussion

ANGEL Conference 2025 | Symposium ‘Navigating Difference(s) — Empirical Findings from Global North & Global South’ | June 6th | Berlin



Universitat Bamberg

Navigating ‘Difference(s)’ in Educational Settings
Empirical Findings

B [mplicit Perceptions of Difference(s): Teachers in heterogenous Classroom Setting
(Zebiba Teklay)

M Construction of Differences in Classroom Settings in Bukavu (Barthelemy
Mulawiza & Abraham Tangwe)

B Navigating Differences within Volunteering in the Global South (Sonja Richter)
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03 Comments and Discussion

‘Difference’ within Educational Research:
Research Gap

Claim:

Deconstruction of of

L . Difference(s) through
“Global Education is education that enables Global Learning

people to reflect critically on the world and their — —
place init” [GENE 2023 p.5]

= Lack of knowledge about how differences are constructed and how
they can be de-constructed

= Lack of knowledge about competences in de-constructing
differences among educational professionals
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03 Comments and Discussion

We see:
- Difference is subjectively constructed and implicitly action-leading.

« De-construction of difference needs personal competences and
professional accompaniment (didactical competences)

However:

« De-constructing differences is major challenge in globalised societies for
Global education in diverse learning setting

 Does Global Education work without construction of difference?
 De-construct the normativity in difference?
Attempt:

* Reflecting the construction of difference (within the own subjective
theories as well as within ‘context-narratives’) can be a starting point to
de-construct difference
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Commitment

Dublin Declaration
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“There is a commitment to providing
educators with the necessary support, skills, OIS B
and confidence to integrate Global Education

into their teaching” (GENE 2023 p 13)
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